Tibberton Parish Council

Minutes Annual Parish Meeting
Tuesday 11th May 2021 at 7.00 p.m. Taynton & Tibberton Village Hall
1.

Welcome from the Chairman.
a. Statement from the Clerk for all those attending.
“Following the recent High Court judgement all meetings held under the 1972 Local Government
Act Schedule 12 10 must be held as a physical, face to face meeting from May 7th, 2021. The ruling
also applies to Tibberton parish meetings. Members of the public must be able to attend any
physical meeting. Only decisions taken by the council at a face to face meeting will be lawful.
Council meetings are defined as work for councillors, clerk and should be organised in accordance
with Government guidance and the Covid 19 principles of hands, face, space and fresh air. Further
details and definitions are available from the clerk.”
b. Minutes silence for Lawrence Davis OBE. Lawrence who passed away on the 2nd May 2021 aged 91.
Lawrence was born in Tibberton, he was Clerk, Councillor and Chairman of Parish Council serving
Tibberton for many years. He will be missed.

2.

Minutes of the last meeting held on Minutes of 2019 Annual Meeting, due to COVID-19 restriction no
meeting held in 2020. Minutes now signed as a true record and published to the website.

3.
Chairman’s report:
Provided by the Chair to be read in his absence the report covers two years, as we were unable to hold a
meeting in May 2020.
A difficult period for all. During this time the following occurred:
2019
 Lawrence Davis M.B.E stood down after many years. A presentation was made in gratitude.
 David Mills was appointed as Clerk to the Council.
 Gigaclear "Faster Gloucestershire" installed new broadband through the Village, not sure how many
residents have taken the option to connect to their homes.
 Tibberton Neighbourhood Development Plan was proposed with an initial Planning Working Group.
 An Emergency plan was initiated for the Village and a Vehicle Activated Sign was proposed. This has
been ongoing and all being well should be in operation this year, 2021/22.
 The incinerator at Moreton Valence was commissioned taking all unrecyclable waste.
2020
 Planning applications we received, some being very controversial. They included Bovone Farm waste
recycling site, Meredith Barn conversion, Oak Tree Cottage Barn, The Old Rectory Coach House
conversion, The Methodist Chapel, Pound Cottage "Swimdogs" and Griffins Farm.
 The Emergency Plan was completed.
 Complaints received from residents about speeding traffic and tractors and large vehicles damaging
verges, this was also expressed by Taynton Parish Council.
 Grass cutting tenders were received and a new contract was secured.
 The SevernTrent pumping facility at the old treatment works in Kents Green was completed taking
sewage from Tibberton to the treatment works at Newent. The pumping station in Tibberton has not
been updated and continues to suffer flooding problems in periods of heavy rainfall.
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4.

ln July we held our first Zoom meeting but were able to hold our first meeting in September at
Taynton and Tibberton Village Hall, our new future venue, before further restrictions were made
having to revert to Zoom meetings.
The Local Plan objected and provided comments to the Forest of Dean District Council's preferred
option plan to build a new settlement at Churcham.
The Tibberton Section of the Buttermilk Lane footway was reconstructed with a new tarmac surface.
Thanks were received from residents and conveyed to Gloucestershire Highways
Other ongoing and proposed items include the road condition in Huntley Road including the flow of
water from adjoining fields onto the highway. A section of road has been resurfaced by Highways.
Attempts to improve the dilapidated fencing at the Telephone Exchange are ongoing.
Two Rivers responsibility in maintaining land at footways in Phelps Way are also under discussion
Support for flooding defences in Tibberton are ongoing and the Maisemore Group to address the
flooding on the A417 road.

Reports to be received or shared before the meeting: a. Alms-houses Trustees: Phil Bevan reported on the improvements and develops to
modernise the properties. Full report attached to these minutes (pages 3 to 7) and
published to the website.
b. Tibberton and Taynton WI: Sheila Johnson reported on the challenges of recent times
and the activities they have been able to carry out. Full report attached to these minutes
(pages 8 to 9) and published to the website.
c. Taynton & Tibberton Village Hall: Barry Vicary reported on the challenges of recent
times and the activities they have been able to carry out. Full report attached to these
minutes (pages 10 to 12) and published to the website.
d. TDHS (Tibberton Show): Hylary Kingham reported that the Tibberton Show had to be
cancelled in 2020 and 2021 and the need to recruit more supporters and volunteers to
organise and put on the Tibberton Show in 2022.
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Tibberton Almshouse Trust
Renovation of No3 Bovone Lane. Tibberton. Gloucester

Tibberton Almshouse Trust properties.
The Tibberton Almshouses were built in 1868, endowed in trust by William Philip Price MP; landowner and
owner of Tibberton Court, to permit the same to be forever occupied by aged or infirm (elderly,
disadvantaged or disabled {where possible}) persons, inhabitants of the said Parish of
Tibberton (now Tibberton, Taynton, Rudford and Highleadon, Highnam and where merit
exists). Subject to the Rules and Regulations of the Charity, NO person shall be ineligible or
considered a less deserving object of the Charity by reason or on account of their religious
opinions.
There are four; semi-detached one and two-bedroom properties in Bovone Lane Tibberton, on land donated by
William Philip Price of Tibberton Court. The aims of the Trust have not materially changed since the premises
were built in the Nineteenth Century. The Trustees are drawn from members of the Local Parish with a
representative of Tibberton Court and Holy Trinity Church. Their time is given voluntarily in support of the
residents. The ‘Original’ Minute Book is still in use today.
On the South – facing wall of No1 Bovone Lane is a plaque placed there in 1868 which states in Latin: -

“These houses, a refuge in old age, out of concern for the poor of this parish,
were founded by William Philip Price 1867, to be forever occupied
by aged or infirm person’s, inhabitants of the said Parish of who
would otherwise be probably compelled to end their days in the Union Workhouse”
The Almshouses replaced two properties used as workhouses on the outskirts of the village.

This photograph is of one of our
Philips) Price with Sir Edward
in Gloucester in 1913.

(continuing benefactors) MP (Morgan
Elgar during the Three Choirs Festival held

In early July 2020, long-time residents Brian and Sue gave notice that they would be on the
move from No3 as they had been allocated a bungalow in the Village of Tibberton.
It then became a frantic series of socially distanced meetings with the Trustees to decide how
we were to refurbish and renovate the property.
Fortunately, Ian, our local builder who has worked with us for many years was able to provide
us with time and expertise.
We were also very fortunate in being allocated a loan by The Almshouse
Association to assist with the refurbishment, for which we are very grateful.
Lounge, Kitchen, Cupboard and Cloakroom.

Having carried out a refurbishment of one of our other properties in 2017/8, the ideas for the
work were fairly well set and work was started by the builder in early August.
During our discussions about the work, we decided that the bathroom on the ground floor was
not fit for purpose and concluded that the two-bedroom property would be more suitable as a
one-bedroom and move the bathroom upstairs. It was also changed to an ‘en’ suite, providing
a more accessible facility.
In the first instance all the ‘original’ doors were removed and sent to be ‘dipped’ and waxed to
retain their character.
As the properties were built in 1868, they were of single skin construction with no cavity and
Ian the builder then began removing all the plaster from the walls so that the exterior walls
could be ’tanked’ and insulated to provide against rising damp.
The (new) cloakroom wall was partially demolished to enlarge the lounge. This left enough
space for a toilet and hand – wash basin
This was when we had our first headache!
During the work being carried out it was noticed that the floor appeared to be, what might be
described as ‘spongy’. On further examination it was found that the floor
bearers were more powder than wood (they were 152 years old!).
After discussions with Ian it was decided that the floor in the lounge, kitchen,
cupboard and cloakroom was replaced with a more modern and insulated
floor. This set us back almost three weeks for the foundation of the floor to
be insulated, cemented and allowed to dry out. Subsequently the walls were
re-plastered and the ground floor finished, prior to decorating.
Electrics

All the electrics were replaced and any light fittings provided with LEDs to enhance their life
span.
New and extra power points and the consumer unit moved to a more convenient position.
Heating and Plumbing
Stuart, our plumber did not feature too much at this stage, we discussed the new kitchen,
cloakroom and bathroom.
More importantly we decided this time that instead of providing night-store heating and a
separate immersion heater, we would provide LPG heating and hot water on the basis of
increased efficiency with the insulation of walls and floors.
Bedroom and Bathroom

After taking the decision to convert the property to one – bedroom Ian took on the task of
removing the studding wall between the two bedrooms (the property remains as being capable
of providing a living space for a couple) and removing all the plaster from the walls to provide
‘tanking’ and insulation.
The provision of a space for the bathroom enabled a shower enclosure plus
toilet and hand-wash basin.
Stairwell
Similarly, the stairwell was given the same treatment of removal of the plaster.
It was found that the exterior wall had already been ‘tanked’ in the past.

Utility Room
The utility rooms on No3/4 had been provided several years ago, we provided the same on
Nos1/2 in 2017.
With the benefit of hindsight again we decided to ‘tank’ and plaster the walls in the utility room
as we have found that the rooms are susceptible to condensation when using a tumble drier.
It must be said that we are learning as we attempt to modernise the properties to give better
living standards to our residents.
Finally, finally, we found ourselves in a position of being able to fit out the property.

Ian, having completed plastering the walls and fitting the skirting boards, Richard having
completed all the electrics, it became the domain of Stuart to provide the central heating, the
plumbing to the kitchen, cloakroom and bathroom.
Pat came in to fit the kitchen, Kevin decorated throughout, Dave fitted the floor tiles and even
the contractors arrived two days before Christmas to install the shed.
We would wish to thank the immense effort by our Chairman Mike Bowman for all the expertise
and hard work shown over the last five months.
The following series of photographs shows the ‘after’ effect.

There is quite a lot of gardening, including some extra tidying up to be completed, however, as
of Monday 1st February 2021, I am pleased to say that our new resident has successfully moved
in.
In conclusion, a considerable amount of work has been carried out with the support of all the
Trustees and Residents (Beneficiaries), in upgrading the surrounding land by clearing and
subsequently laying the area(s) down to grass, which cuts down on the amount of other work
required.
Philip Bevan
Clerk / Treasurer to the Trustees of Tibberton Almshouse Trust

TIBBERTON AND TAYNTON WI
What we did during lockdown:
From March 2020 all our evenings, speakers and events were cancelled. We were
also scheduled to host our Dutch twin WI ladies in June but sadly this was also
postponed to 2021 and has been cancelled again for this year, although we have
kept in touch with them throughout the pandemic.
In July we held a committee meeting in two separate sessions of six people in the
garden at Fairfield, one in a heat wave and the other in a monsoon! Tentative plans
were made for the end of the current lockdown which alas were again cancelled.
In order to keep our members informed and engaged we agreed to set up a
WhatsApp Group and Zoom Meetings and to think outside the box to keep members
in touch and interested.
The following is a brief summary of things we did:
We set up a Food Bank which has proved to be amazingly successful and large
amounts of food were taken every week by a committee member to the Coop in
Newent. It is still ongoing but is now collected by the Coop when they deliver food to
the village.
We had our own ‘Summer Show’ in which members were invited to send in
photographs; there were seven categories for them to choose from. We had an
incredible response, and our independent judges had a hard time choosing the
winners who all received garden vouchers from Trioscape.
Members made scrubs for front line workers and knitted hats for the premature
babies at the Royal Gloucester hospital.
In September and October six committee members were able to meet in the Village
Hall to discuss ideas for October, November and December.
In October we sent every member a card, which we designed and signed, assuring
them that they were not forgotten, and we were thinking of them all in those difficult
times. Committee members delivered all these.
In November we organised a fun game in which photographs of all the committee
members when they were young children for members to guess who they were.
In December we designed a Christmas card and small festive bags were made by a
committee member in which we put small gifts. Again, these were all delivered by
committee members. We organised a Secret Santa which again was well supported,
and great fun and we even had Father Christmas making deliveries. The presents
were opened at our December Zoom meeting or at home for those who didn’t join
Zoom.

From January 2021 we have been having more Zoom meetings for all members.
Sadly, not everyone is able to join but the minutes of the meetings are sent to all
members to keep them in touch. Our Zoom speakers have been varied and wide
ranging from Art Deco bead and buckles from a lady in France to the Diary of a Dairy
Farmer, all very entertaining and enjoyed and we have two more in the wings for
May and June.
The WI Book Club has also been meeting via Zoom.
All during lockdown we have sent electronic birthday cards to members on their
birthdays and at Easter we delivered cards from the committee to all our members.
We have worked hard to keep our members in touch and informed and I think that it
is testament to our hard-working committee that all but three of our members have
re-joined.
Hopefully we will be able to resume meetings from July onwards.
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