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TIBBERTON C O URT 

The manor ofTibberton formed part of the Duchy of Lancaster land~ in Gloucesrersh1re until It was 
sold m 1624 to Edward Ramsay. It then passed through the hands of various apparently non-res1dent 
lords until 1764, when it was given by Hester Haynes to her nephew Edward Elton in exchange for 
an annuiry.1 Nothing is known of any manor house that existed at this time, and it IS quite poss1ble 
that there was no buildmg of any consequence. Edward Elton, who was the younger son of a 
Herefordshire family, seems to have decided to settle at T1bberton, and at some point in his ownership 
built a five- bay, three-s~orey house with a pediment over the three central bays, which were slightly 
stepped forward .2 The date of the house is far from clear. Elton was married in 1772, and took out 
a mortgage of £2,000 on his properry in the previous year, wluch might suggest that he had the 
motive and the means for building at that time; on the other hand when Elton was forced by creditors 
to sell the estate in 1795 the house was said m the sale particulars to be 'not yet completed', which 
makes 1t more likely to date from the later years of his ownershtp. In either case, the architect of the 
house may well have been Anthony Keck of Kings Stanley, to one of whose stereotyped elevations 
the house closely conforrns.3 

In 1795 the house was sold to William Griffith, who promptly resold the following year to 
Henry Sharpe Pocklington. It seems to have been he who completed the house, and a mortgage 
for £5,000 to Jeremiah Harvey of Catton (Norfolk) m 1802 may have been associated with this 
work. Certainly Pocklington was living in the house by 1803.4 In 1807, however, Pocklington ~old 
the estate of about 300 acres to R1chard Donovan, who died m Antigua in 1816 His daughter, 
Carolme Ann, carried the property m marnage to Capt. James Scott, RN Oater Adm1ral Sir James 
Scott), who sold 1t in 1822 to Thomas Wallis. It was Wallis who m 1837 sold the estate to William 
Price, whose descendants still own the estate. William Philip Pnce, who came into the properry 
m 1838 and held it unul his death c.1890, \\'aS Cha1rman of the Midland Railway, and added 

170 T1bbercon Court: drawing by Jame; Medland of an unexecuted propmal for remodell•ng che house, 1852. 
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GLOUCESTER SHIRE COUNTRY H OUSES 

171 Tibberton Court: an undated drawing of the house as bmlt, probably ~hawing 1t c.1860. 

172 Ttbberton Court: the hou1e c. l955, before the demoht1on of the nght-hand wmg. 

property to the estate over many years, so that at t t~ largest m the early 20th century it was several 
times its original size. 5 

WP. Pnce was rc5ponsible for two phases of alterations and enlargements. He '\.vent first to Daukes 
& Hamilton of Gloucester, then one of the largest and most successful local firms of architects, who 
produced a survey drawing of the hou~e as existing and a scheme for the addtnon of an elaborate 
two-storey veranda to the entrance front in 1842.1' Nothing seems to have come of their proposals, 
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TIBBERTON COURT 

but ten years later Pnce asked the same firm, now called Hamilton & Medland, to design extensions 
to the house. The designs were made by the JUniOr partner, James Medland, and both the surv1ving 
schemes incorporated a fashionable I talianate belvedere tower [170]. One idea was to extend the mam 
front to seven bays, add a ground-floor colonnade and prominent quoins to the angles, and give the 
tim-floor windows arched heads containing shell motifs.7 T he alternative, which was executed, 
involved the addition of lower, prOJecting, two-storey but smgle-bay wings to either side of the 
onginal block, w1th the belvedere offset behind the northern wmg. The wings were given tnpartite 
floor-length windows on the ground floor, wlulst the first-floor wmdows on the main block were 
given alternating segmental and tnangular pediments and little balconies with balustrades.M In the 
centre was a wide porch with coupled Ionic columns, supporting an entablature and a balustraded 
parapet. To the south end of the house was attached a small conservatory, and a service wing extended 
at the rear. 

How long the house remained m this form is not clear, but perhaps c.1865 (the date of the stable 
block) the house was extended agam. This work mvolved the addJtion of a colonnade to the front of 
the house, linking the two wings and replacing the porch, and the addition to the south and east fronts 
of a music room complete with organ, a library, billiard room and a second belvedere tower, more slender 
and less well-proportioned than the first. The mus1c room must have occupied the site of the conservatory.9 

No drawings surv1ve for this phase of the work, but it IS perhaps hkely that P nce went back agam to 
the firm he had used before, wh1ch was now called Medland, Maberly and Medland. 

After Price's death, the decmon 'was taken to let the house, and w1th th1s m mind F.W Waller of 
Gloucester was asked to carry out a programme of refurbishments and improvements in 1891-2. H is 
work centred on the removal of the Georgian staircase and its replacement by a grander structure 
rismg round an open well in one quarter of the central block of the house. He also partially removed 
some partitions to allow rooms and corridors to flow into one another; replaced the mid-Victorian 
nled floors by wooden boards; and removed the organ from the mus1c room, replacing it with a bay 
window. 10 Perhaps at the same time, the landscape gardener H .E. Milner was asked to design 
Improvements to the planting of the grounds. 11 

The house was let only briefly before WP. Price's widowed daughter-in-law carne to live at 
Ttbberton, to be followed by her son, Morgan Philips Price. He, however, decided to move out of 
the house in about 1922, preferring The Grove at Taynton as bemg more manageable, and Ttbberton 
was let for use as a school, a use 1t fulfilled unnl shortly before the Second World War. 12 Pnce, who 
became Labour M.P. for Whitehaven in 1929-3 1 and later for the Forest of Dean, belonged to the 
generation that thought the country house was doomed. Mter the war, the service wing, ballroom, 
library and second belvedere were all demolished, and the remainder of the house was converted into 
five flats [172]. The stable block was similarly converted into three further dwellings c.1962 by Bnan 
Tan. The estate, however, remams the property of the Price family, and Peter Price for many years 
occupied a flat in the house. 
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